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its responsibility—isn’t that exactly 
parallel to Nero fiddling while Rome 
burned? That fire here in America is 
touching the lives of so many. There 
are 800,000 workers without pay. Thou-
sands more are contractors. Millions of 
Americans are caught in limbo in the 
midst of an important transaction—ap-
plying for an agricultural loan, trying 
to get a mortgage, signing up for help 
from the Small Business Administra-
tion to launch their business, getting 
their paperwork processed in one of 
1,000 different ways, and here, the lead-
ership fiddles while the American pub-
lic suffers. It is wrong. 

It may not be comfortable to have a 
debate on the spending bills. It may 
not be comfortable to vote on these 
bills. It may not be sweet to support or 
oppose a particular amendment, but do 
you know what is worse? What is worse 
is doing nothing. 

That is what this Chamber is doing 
right now. It is doing nothing, despite 
our responsibility to millions of Ameri-
cans to act. Let’s change that. Let’s 
change it now. 

I understand that the majority is 
going on a retreat. Instead of going on 
a retreat to play the fiddle, how about 
you be here on the floor and put these 
bills on the floor? Let’s get all 100 Sen-
ators on the floor to actually talk to 
each other, to actually wrestle with 
the issues, to actually make our argu-
ments, and to actually take the votes 
instead of going off somewhere to 
party. That is just wrong. 

I encourage the majority leader to 
read the letter that was sent to him 
today from the freshmen from the 
House of Representatives down the 
hall. The freshmen haven’t been here 
long enough to become cynical. They 
haven’t become trapped in the partisan 
boundaries and warfare that seem to 
ensnare so much of this Chamber and 
the Chamber across the way. No, they 
are here, fresh from other occupations 
and other responsibilities, still full of 
common sense and the passion to do 
what is right for the American people. 
So let’s listen to them. 

Today they sent a letter to Majority 
Leader MCCONNELL, which I read on the 
floor earlier today, and they said: Put 
the bills on the floor, put the spending 
bills on the floor—the bills that have 
already passed here in the Republican- 
led Senate or that passed overwhelm-
ingly by the Republican-led Appropria-
tions Committee, endorsed by the 
Democratic House. Put them on the 
floor and act. 

Let’s listen to the freshmen down the 
hall. They are reminding us that we 
have a responsibility to act, and let’s 
do so immediately. 

Thank you. 
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 4 P.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 4 p.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:35 p.m., 
adjourned until Thursday, January 17, 
2019, at 4 p.m. 
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NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

MINDY BRASHEARS, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR FOOD SAFETY, VICE 
ELISABETH ANN HAGEN, RESIGNED. 

NAOMI C. EARP, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, VICE JOE LEONARD, JR. 

SCOTT HUTCHINS, OF INDIANA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION, 
AND ECONOMICS, VICE CATHERINE E. WOTEKI. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

WILLIAM BOOKLESS, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE PRINCIPAL 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION, VICE MADELYN R. CREEDON. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

VERONICA DAIGLE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE FREDERICK VOLLRATH, 
RESIGNED. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

JOSEPH BRUCE HAMILTON, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY 
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 18, 2022, VICE 
DANIEL J. SANTOS, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THOMAS MCCAFFERY, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE JONATHAN 
WOODSON, RESIGNED. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

JESSIE HILL ROBERSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY 
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 18, 2023. (RE-
APPOINTMENT) 

LISA VICKERS, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE DE-
FENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 18, 2021, VICE JOSEPH BRUCE 
HAMILTON, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

SETH DANIEL APPLETON, OF MISSOURI, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVEL-
OPMENT, VICE KATHERINE M. O’REGAN. 

EXPORT–IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

SPENCER BACHUS III, OF ALABAMA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EXPORT–IMPORT 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 20, 2023, VICE PATRICIA M. LOUI, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

THELMA DRAKE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE FEDERAL TRAN-
SIT ADMINISTRATOR, VICE PETER M. ROGOFF, RE-
SIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

DINO FALASCHETTI, OF MONTANA, TO BE DIRECTOR, 
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL RESEARCH, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TREASURY, FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS, VICE RICHARD B. 
BERNER, RESIGNED. 

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 

RODNEY HOOD, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING AUGUST 2, 2023, VICE RICH-
ARD T. METSGER, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

ROBERT HUNTER KURTZ, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVEL-
OPMENT, VICE SANDRA BROOKS HENRIQUEZ, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

JEFFREY NADANER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, VICE DAVID W. MILLS, 
RETIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

BIMAL PATEL, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF THE TREASURY, VICE CHRISTOPHER CAMP-
BELL, RESIGNED. 

EXPORT–IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

JUDITH DELZOPPO PRYOR, OF OHIO, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EXPORT–IMPORT 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 20, 2021, VICE LARRY W. WALTHER, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

KIMBERLY A. REED, OF WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE PRESI-
DENT OF THE EXPORT–IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED 
STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANUARY 20, 2021, VICE 
FRED P. HOCHBERG, RESIGNED. 

CLAUDIA SLACIK, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EXPORT–IMPORT 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 20, 2023, VICE SEAN ROBERT MULVANEY, TERM 
EXPIRED. 

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

ANN MARIE BUERKLE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A COMMIS-
SIONER OF THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM OF SEVEN YEARS FROM OCTOBER 27, 
2018. (REAPPOINTMENT) 

ANN MARIE BUERKLE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, VICE 
ELLIOT F. KAYE. 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS 
AUTHORITY 

ALAN E. COBB, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE METROPOLITAN WASH-
INGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
NOVEMBER 22, 2023, VICE WILLIAM SHAW MCDERMOTT, 
TERM EXPIRED. 

AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RICK A. DEARBORN, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE A DIRECTOR 
OF THE AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR A TERM OF 
FIVE YEARS, VICE JEFFREY R. MORELAND, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

DIANA FURCHTGOTT–ROTH, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION. (NEW PO-
SITION) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

LANE GENATOWSKI, OF NEW YORK, TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
THE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY–ENERGY, 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, VICE ELLEN DUDLEY WIL-
LIAMS. 

AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JOSEPH RYAN GRUTERS, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DIREC-
TOR OF THE AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR A TERM 
OF FIVE YEARS, VICE ALBERT DICLEMENTE, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

JANICE MIRIAM HELLREICH, OF HAWAII, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORA-
TION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 31, 2024, VICE HOWARD ABEL HUSOCK, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

HEIDI R. KING, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINIS-
TRATION, VICE MARK R. ROSEKIND. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

ROBERT A. MANDELL, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JAN-
UARY 31, 2022, VICE BRENT FRANKLIN NELSEN, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

DON MUNCE, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION FOR PUB-
LIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANUARY 31, 
2024, VICE LORETTA CHERYL SUTLIFF, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BARRY LEE MYERS, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR OCEANS AND ATMOS-
PHERE, VICE KATHRYN D. SULLIVAN, RESIGNED. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

BRUCE M. RAMER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JAN-
UARY 31, 2024. (REAPPOINTMENT) 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

MICHELLE A. SCHULTZ, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
FOR THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS. (NEW POSITION) 

AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LEON A. WESTMORELAND, OF GEORGIA, TO BE A DIREC-
TOR OF THE AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR A TERM 
OF FIVE YEARS. (NEW POSITION) 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS 
AUTHORITY 

WILLIAM SHAW MCDERMOTT, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO 
BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY 
FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 30, 2024, VICE NINA MITCHELL 
WELLS, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

RITA BARANWAL, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (NUCLEAR ENERGY), 
VICE PETER BRUCE LYONS, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

SUSAN COMBS, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR, VICE RHEA S. SUH, RE-
SIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

WILLIAM COOPER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE GENERAL 
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, VICE STE-
VEN CROLEY, RESIGNED. 
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